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‘Take only footage, leave only footprints'
albert launches new biodiversity guide for productions

[bookmark: _GoBack]London, 21 September, 2023 - albert, the leading screen industry organisation for environmental sustainability has today launched an in depth guide for those in the screen industry who want to reduce their impact on biodiversity in every area of production from planning to props.
It includes a clear categorisation of the kinds of impacts a production could have on biodiversity in nature, which is declining faster now than at any point in human history, with devastating implications for lives and livelihoods.
These range from the supply chain, production practices and through its portrayal of biodiversity on screen. The guide consists of practical tips, checklists for how to avoid, minimise & restore potential impacts and details on legal requirements alongside further reading.
Kirstie Shirra, Chair of albert’s Biodiversity Working Group, said:
‘At albert, we have been leading the way in cutting carbon in the screen industries but it will not be possible to achieve climate targets without also addressing biodiversity. Declining biodiversity makes us more vulnerable to climate shocks like floods, fire, and drought, whereas healthy ecosystems can help store carbon. By encouraging productions to consider their biodiversity impacts, we have a real opportunity to both support nature recovery and achieve our climate goals.’
Danielle Mulder, BBC Director of Sustainability, said:
“The publication of this new guidance marks a crucial step in empowering our sector to address the loss of biodiversity.  Aiming to have a positive impact on the natural world is central to the BBC’s sustainability strategy - that’s why we are working hard to reduce our own biodiversity footprint and have supported BAFTA albert to develop this production guidance for the wider industry”
Joseph W. Bull, Associate Professor in Climate Change Biology at the University of Oxford, said:
"In releasing this guide, BAFTA albert makes clear its understanding that reversing biodiversity loss and tackling climate change are two sides of the same coin. The screen industries sector has a crucial role to play on biodiversity - not only in understanding and mitigating its own impacts, but also beyond in educating and informing about these major contemporary challenges"

Mairi Claire Bowser, Screen Sustainability Manager Scotland at BECTU Vision, said:
“We are delighted for albert to be leading the way with engaging our UK wide film & TV industries on their biodiversity and ecological impacts during the production process. As so much of our industry in Scotland is based on the filming of our beautiful natural landscapes, we want to ensure that productions filming here are best equipped to be able to help protect and conserve our natural environments, and we’re proud to have been a part of the development of this much needed checklist.”
albert will be hosting a webinar on 28 September to run through the guide. Register for the event here.
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Notes
1. albert’s Biodiversity Guide for Productions is available to download here: bit.ly/albertBiodiversityGuide
2. The Guide was developed by albert’s biodiversity working group. Formed to explore how the screen industries impact on biodiversity and how to prevent negative impacts, it is made up of key stakeholders from across the industry, including the BBC, BBC Studios, Filmmakers for Future Wildlife, ITV, The Key Location, NBC Universal, Screen Scotland, Silverback Films, Sustainable Film, and Working Title.
About albert:
albert is the leading screen industry organisation for environmental sustainability.  Founded in 2011, albert supports the film and TV industry to reduce the environmental impacts of production and to create content that supports a vision for a sustainable future.  The BAFTA-owned, industry-backed organisation offers online tools and training, events, practical guidance and thought leadership to all screen industry professionals to help them identify and act upon opportunities on and off screen which can lead to effective climate action.
More at the albert website: http://www.wearealbert.com
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